Theateris a
‘Sirius’ matterfor
Boulder playwright

By KATHRYN BERNHEIMER
Camera Film and Thealer Critc.

A few months ago, Mark McQuown de-
“cided il was lime Lo gel serious.

An actor, dircclor and playwright,
McQuown has spent much of the last 11
years bopping back and forth belween
Boulderand New Yerk Cily. These
lengthy pilgrimages Lo the nation's the-
atrical mecea are now over. It Look a
o’ for McQuown lo gel over Lhe
ng nolion thal the only real the-
, the only theater worlh anything,
was happening oa slages in the Big Ap-
ple.

“That's just an illusion,” McQuown
now says,-*'and you have lo get past iLin
the theater workd.” Determined to * ‘do il
here,t the former CU acting teacher re-
cently founded Sirius Theatre.

When McQuown received a $1,000 Neo-
data“ grant, he called James Maxwell,
with*whom he had worked on the Actors
Ensemble produclion of **The Real In-
speclor “Hound.'" (McQuown dirccted,
Maxwell, the company’s founder, pro-
duced:)

Siriu Thv:alrc was formed with the

~the administrative end. We were a greal
_team — he's really good on the house
“end out (house’ management, publics '
“ete.), and lets' me handic the artistic
end. 5- 1 asked-if he wanted Lo co-pro-

duce ‘P,

* “P.JL-was wrillen by McQuown in
New York in 1984, during whal he calls a
prelly despressing period. The play was
produced locally thal year as the winner
of the' Colorado Playwrights Festival in
Littleton, and carned rave reviews.
Tonight, Maxwell's new veaue, the
. Calorado Theatre Festival, will present
“the reyival of “P.J." in conjunclion with
Sirius’ Thealre. The Colorado Theatre
Festival will also present Marly Durlin's
*Beyond the Pale” July 22-Aug. 6.
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* In August, Sirius Theatre and (he No-
mad Players will co-produce “String
Game,” a play co-wrillen by McQuown
and CU English professor Kay Cook.
The two are long-time [riends and for-
mer Gold Hill Cook ap-

gether they collaborated on the final
dralt. “String Game,” which opens at
the Nomad Playhousc Aug. 25, is a semi-
autobiographical drama aboul a 12-year-
old girl living with her 80-year-old

proached McQuown Lhree years apo with
a narrative Lo be dramatized. McQuown
turned the story into a play, and then to-
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Er McQuown will direct.

McQuown is also directing “P.J."
which was dirccled by Margarel Man-
cinelli four years ago.

“We used to sil and negotiate,"
McQuown says of that experience. I
don't negotiate with myself, so this lime
the process is different. Bul as a direc-
tor, I subjugale mysell as the play-
wrighl. I treal the play as if [ were di-
recling someone clse's play. The only
difference is that I don't have lo call
anyone up when I wanl to getl rid of
three pages.”

The playwnghl describes “P.J." as a
miracle play. By thal he means il is
about a man who performs a miracle.
“On a lower slation, it pils \Vcslcrn
medicine against the mystical,” he
adds

Yhen | wrole it 1 wasn'l having a
great lime,” McQuown cxplains. “My
mental frame of reference was bad, |
was missing my wife and kids, and I
was hanging out with people on a very
definitive spiritual journcy. People lend

Uindon Lewis

to put God in a box, because if vou can
define it you can keep it around for your
use. But to me, il's an indefinable eality,
and you can't pul boundary lines around
it. I wanted to conceptualize that
thought. P.J. says he's acting through
the God spiril. Bul you go out of the the-
aler with a lot of ways of locking atit. Is
he nuts or on a spiritual journcy? Docs
he accomplish what he says or does he
just think he accomplishes it?"

The future of Sirius Theatre largely
dcpends on the financial success of
“P.J." and “String Game." McQuown is
indeed serious about making theater in
Boulder, but he has o {ind a way o sup-
port himsell while deing it.

“The theater audience here is still
growing. IUs five Limes what it was
when I came here 11 years ago. But for
some reason, theater is still on a hit and
miss level in Boulder. I'm convinced
that one of the things that has to happen
is for directors to start getling paid. It's
the director, nol the company. that Lells
me whether a play is worlh lcaviag the
house o sce.”

‘P.J." will be presented at the Guild
Theatre, 4810 Sterling Drive in Doulder,
June 3.25. Tickels are $7.50. For reserva-
tions, call 443-2866.
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